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INFORMATIONAL NOTICE 
PAINTING OR STAINING FIRE RETARDANT  

PRESSURE TREATED WOOD PRODUCTS 
 
CAUTION:  It is well-known that the selection and application of paints and stains to fire 
retardant treated wood products must be done with great care.  The chemicals of some 
coatings adversely interact with the fire-retardant resin either upon initial application or after 
weathering resulting in lowered fire retardancy of the product and/or unsatisfactory adhesion, 
durability, or appearance of the coating (including leaching chemical residue).   
 
This Notice is intended to provide general information about the potential application of paints 
or stains to our wood products pressure infused with proprietary fire-retardant resins.       
 
BEFORE USING ANY PAINT OR STAIN ON OUR FIRE-RETARDANT TREATED WOOD PRODUCTS, 
YOU SHOULD CONSULT WITH A COATINGS EXPERT OR MANUFACTURER TO ASSURE YOURSELF THAT 
THEIR RECOMMENDED COATING HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY TESTED ON OUR PRODUCTS. WE DO NOT 
WARRANT OR ENDORSE ANY COATING PRODUCT OR MANUFACTURER.  
 
Lumber and Plywood 
 
Many end users report that they have successfully applied paint and stains to our fire-retardant 
lumber and plywood products.  Reports are that penetrating oil stains are likely to perform 
best. If a solid coat is desired some end users report that a high-quality oil-based stain blocking 
primer provides the best moisture shield and can help minimize the chances of fire-retardant 
residues leaching to the surface.  Other reports indicate that two coats of an all-acrylic topcoat 
paint over the oil-based blocking primer offers good weathering performance.   
 
 
 
 
Please remember that we are just sharing information we have received from some end users.  
We are not recommending, endorsing, or warranting any coating solution.  You should confer 
with a paint professional and test paint or stain samples on the product for your climate and 
application. 
  
PREPARATION AND APPLICATION TIPS FOR LUMBER AND PLYWOOD   
 
Based on reports from end users of our fire-retardant treated lumber and plywood products, 
we offer the following “tips” for you to consider when selecting and applying a coating for these 
products.  Again, we are not experts in coatings and offer these “tips” only to assist you in 
evaluating your coating options. 
  



Informational Notice - Paints and Stains  --  2 
 

• Consult your local paint professional for coating recommendations specifically suited for fire 
retardant pressure treated products and follow all the manufacturer’s instructions.   

• Always apply the recommended product to a small test area to determine compatibility and 
suitability over time.  

• Clean the surface and thoroughly rinse off any chemical residue from the fire-retardant 
treatment process. 

• For paint, using a stain blocking oil-based primer after cleaning the surface may reduce the 
chances of defects in the color topcoat.   

• If possible, wait 3 to 6 months prior to coating to allow for natural surface conditioning. 

• When using a power washer do not use pressure that will disrupt the wood fibers. Do not 
exceed 1500 psi. 

• Be aware of product moisture levels.  Let the product dry to at least 15% moisture before 
applying any coating, or whatever lower moisture level the paint or stain manufacturer 
recommends.  

• Never use water-based paint or stain, unless tested and confirmed for suitability by the 
manufacturer. 

• Flammability of the coating should be considered. 

• REMEMBER:  It is important to test the paint or stain in the actual climate and intended 
application of the treated wood.    

 
DISCLAIMERS AND NOTICES 

REGARDING PRODUCT APPEARANCE AND THE USE OF COATINGS 
 
Chemco, inc. and FSR Treatment, the manufacturers, other treaters or licensees, and sellers of 
lumber, plywood, and other wood products pressure treated with FSR’s proprietary fire 
retardant chemicals (collectively the “Products”), make no representations, provide no 
warranties of any kind, express or implied (including as to merchantability or implied fitness for 
an intended purpose), and assume no responsibility at any time in regard to the cosmetic 
appearance of the Products (whether coated or uncoated) or to the application of any paint, 
stain or other coating to any of the Products.  Without limitation, all warranties are disclaimed 
as to: 
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• The Product’s cosmetic appearance and variations therein including as to color, stains, 
and deposits in and on the original treated uncoated Product and changes thereto that 
occur thereafter due in part to and during the weathering/aging process; and 
 

• The compatibility, adhesion, appearance, or durability of any coatings applied by anyone 
to the Products.  

Before application of any coating(s) to a Product, the flammability of the finished product 
should be considered.  REMEMBER, THE FIRE-RETARDANT CODE CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
PRODUCT IS BASED ON TESTING OF FR TREATED, NON-COATED/NON-FINISHED MATERIAL. THE 
APPLICATION OF A COATING MAY ADVERSELY AFFECT THE FIRE RETARDANCY OF THE PRODUCT 
AND THE RESULTING COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE BUILDING CODES GOVERNING FIRE-
RETARDANT WOOD PRODUCTS.  

The Appearance of the Product Will Change Over Time.  Any Product used in exterior 
applications will not retain its original color, color uniformly, or its general appearance with age 
and weathering.  Additional factors that will impact Product appearance, coloration or staining 
include, without limitation, (i) deposit variations, (ii) the wood species of the Product, (iii) the 
nature of weather including moisture conditions and exposures, (iv) the type of coating 
employed, (v)  the chemical composition of the coating, (vi), the coating color, and the type and 
number, if any, of any stain blocking primers and coatings applied, (vii) the moisture content of 
the Product and the surrounding environment when the coating is applied, (viii) the pre-coating 
surface preparations including any recommended post-installation natural drying/conditioning 
period(s), priming, and preparations between coats, (ix)) the extent of extractive bleeding in the 
Product (all wood contains extraneous materials the organic components of which are called 
extractives including tannic), and (x) the fire retardant resin used to treat the Product. 

PRIOR TO PURCHASE OF FR TREATED WOOD, END USERS AND THEIR DESIGN/PRODUCT 
ADVISORS SHOULD:  (1) EXAMINE LIKE-TREATED AND AGED PRODUCT IN THE SAME 
GEOGRAPHICAL ENVIRONMENT OF INTENDED USAGE TO EVALUATE COSMETIC COLORATION/ 
STAINING/ DEPOSIT VARIATIONS AND PERFORMANCE, (2) TEST THE DESIRED FINISHING 
SYSTEM ON SAMPLE FR MATERIAL AND EXPOSE THE PRODUCT TO ACTUAL USE CONDITIONS 
TO DETERMINE IF THE DESIRED EFFECT CAN BE OBTAINED AND MAINTAINED, AND (3) IF THE 
DECISION IS TO COAT, END USERS SHOULD FOLLOW THE PAINT/STAIN MANUFACTURER’S 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING WHICH OF THEIR COATINGS TO USE 
WITH FR TREATED WOOD, AND THE APPLICATION METHODOLOGY FOR THE RECOMMENDED 
COATING. 

CAREFULLY INVESTIGATE AND TEST ANY RECOMMENDED COATING.  NOT ALL PAINTS AND 
STAINS ARE COMPATIBLE WITH EXTERIOR FIRE-RETARDANT PRESSURE FR TREATED WOOD 
MATERIAL. THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT CHEMICAL COMPOSITIONS AMONG THE HUNDREDS 
OF COATINGS AND THOSE VARIATIONS CAN IMPACT COATING QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE, 
ESPECIALLY IN AN FIRE-RETARDANT THREATED WOOD APPLICATION. 


